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3 subforums
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SP
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Where do you 
see yourself in 
50 years time?

What kind of 
society do we 

want SG to be?

Are my values 
shared by all?

What outcomes 
are important 
for our desired 

future?

SG100 COMPASS (Youth Edition)
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300 participants

21 institutions

100o suggestions

Dream Future Forum 
4 July 2015
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Policy 
workshops

Mentorship

And grouped into these 4 themes

Family & 
Demography

Society & 
Identity

Jobs & 
Economy

Liveable 
Cities

sets of policy proposals11
Over 8 months, groups came up with 
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SG100 Think Future Opening 
Forum

19 March 2016, NJC

SG100 Think Future

Policy proposals were presented at 3 fora

SG100 COMPASS (Youth Edition)

Key milestones

2

150 participants

27 institutions

250 participants

31 institutions

380 participants

41 institutions

Youth-voted 
Finalists

SG100 Act Future3

SG100 Think Future Forum 2

26 March 2016, LKYSPP

SG100 Think Future Forum  Finale

14 May 2016, ITE Central

To implement  ideas in the 
community from SG100 Think 

Future through pilot tests

Commencing 
in 2017

Dialogues with Minister Grace Fu (19 March) & 
Acting Minister Ong Ye Kung (26 March and 14 May)
With words of wisdom (Be G.O.O.D.) from Minister 

Heng Swee Keat (on 14 May)

All policy proposals received majority consensus (>50%) from audience; 

top proposals (>80%).
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What is SG100 Compass?
The different components of this project

The SG100 COMPASS (Youth Edition) (hence forth referred to as SG100 Compass) is a synergistic three phase
program organised by the Association of Public Affairs (APA). It aims to lead the movement in empowering
youths with public policy knowledge and skills to offer holistic policy suggestions sensitive to Singapore's
context to our policymakers.

The three phases, namely Dream Future, Think Future and Act Future, were created with the intention to
provide youths with a platform to

(1) Reflect on and express what they envision Singapore to be in the next 50 years,
(2) Formulate concrete policy plans that could allow them to fulfill their aspirations for Singapore, and lastly,
(3) Execute the plans through a series of pilot projects.

Phase 1: SG100 Dream Future

As the nation celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2015, many people were reflective of what made Singapore
successful and displayed gratitude for the people who pioneered Singapore. Alongside with the island-wide
festive celebrations, it was also an opportune moment to bring passionate youths together, to discuss and find
consensus on their hopes for Singapore’s future.

This established the initial drive for the SG100 Dream Future, which led to 3 forum sessions that involved more
than 500 youths from diverse backgrounds. The Dream Future forums had brought youths together and exposed
them to reflect on the common societal values integral for a cohesive and sustainable Singapore for the next 50
years.

The wide range of issues covered included:

Basic 
income

Safety Career 
progression

Environment Leisure & 
culture

Connectivity

Community Family Health Housing Political 
engagement

Education

Through robust discussions, the youths managed to find consensus
on what they wish to see in SG100.

“There is a strong need to 

build a sense of belonging, 

a connection between the 

individual and the society, 

where everyone feels an 

intrinsic pride in their identity 

of being a Singaporean, and 

treating others as family 

members.” 

Edieusdi Ahmad,

Nanyang Technological University 
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What is SG100 Compass?
The different components of this project

Phase 2: SG100 Think Future

Building on the perspectives raised from SG100 Dream
Future, SG100 Think Future attempted to steer these
perspectives towards the formulation of actionable
policies to realise SG100 vision and policy goals. In line
with APA’s vision to empower youths with relevant
policy knowledge, Phase 2 was moulded to encourage
youths to delve deeper into Singapore policy issues,
and come up with creative solutions to solve today’s
problems. SG100 Think Future wanted to provide
youths with a flavour of what policy-making entails.

Therefore, spanning over 8 months, about 100
selected youth leaders were placed in policy skills
training workshops, guest talks and learning journeys
centered around the themes Family & Demography,
Society & Identity, Jobs & Economy and Liveable
Cities. These training sessions were aimed building
youth’s policy analysis skills and enhancing their
current affairs’ knowledge. Participants had the
chance to look into best policy practices and ascertain
their suitability based on both the Singapore’s policy
context and the values chosen in the SG 100 Dream
Future Forum. To provide each team with ample
guidance, the youths were also assigned to mentors
with policy, practical and academic experience. These
helped them derive policy suggestions that ideally,
would be both unique and implementable.

Subsequently, the youth’s ideas were presented in 3
separate forums to a total of 800 youths from different
backgrounds (i.e. secondary schools, junior colleges,
polytechnics, ITEs, universities and youth
associations). The forums served as a platform for
youths to debate over suggested policy initiatives,
raise awareness of policy issues and find some
consensus – that their ideas could be representative of
the youth’s voices. They also provided the participants
who had spent months evaluating policies with an
opportunity to test their ideas and re-look at areas that
can be improved.

Policy workshop sessions

At SG100Think Future Forum Finale
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What is SG100 Compass?
The different components of this project

Phase 2: SG100 Think Future (Continued)

The forums were attended by numerous
distinguished guests including the Minister for
Culture, Community and Youth Grace Fu (19 March)
and Acting Minister for Education (Higher Skills and
Education) Ong Ye Kung (26 March and 14 April),
along with many other well-respected figures from
both the public and private sectors. The sharing of
ideas with the Ministers during the dialogue
sessions also broadened youth’s understanding of
current affairs, and helped clear prior doubts that
they may have previously.

At SG100 Think Future Forum 1, with Minister Grace
Fu

At SG100 Think Future Forum 2, with Acting Minister
Ong Ye Kung

Phase 3: SG100 Act Future

Following the policy recommendations from SG100
Think Future, Phase 3, SG100 Act Future, aims to pick
out tangible areas that exhibit potential for ground
implementation. This provides youth with the full
experience of policy value creation – from envisioning,
to policy formulation, and finally, to action. Through
pilot tests in community with stakeholders and
internships with relevant agencies, this final phase
would allow youth to test out the practicality of their
policy recommendations. Phase 3 will commence in
2017.

SG100 Compass

All in all, SG100 Compass believes that a knowledge-
empowered active youth citizenry that is cultivated
when youths feel a sense of pride and ownership
towards Singapore can be a supporting pillar in nation-
building and policymaking. This creates a virtuous
cycle where youths put in due effort and produce
useful suggestions that are taken up by policymakers,
and at the same time, policymakers having a steady
source of creative policy suggestions and youth
energies in implementing seed ideas in communities.

With that, we proudly present to you SG100 Phase 2 -

The Think Future Report.

Report contributors

Keerthana
Paramasivam

Chua Hui 
Chee

APA committee

Charles Phua Chao Rong
Koh Ee Wen

Michelle Khoo
Chua Hui Chee 

Phyllis Hui
Jessica Loo

6



Futu
re

7



What is Think Future?
A broad overview

SG100 Think Future required youths to work come up with a policy research problem
centered around these four main policy themes.

The first three themes were inspired by the Institute of Policy Studies (IPS) research clusters,
which were subsequently mapped to Mr. Ho Kwon Ping’s IPS-Nathan fellow lectures. The last
theme, Liveable Cities, is a summative theme which emphasised the importance of having
ample knowledge and skills in building a sustainable city.

After 8 months of guidance and training from a total of 20 mentors and policy workshops, a
total of 11 policy reports were prepared (Full policy reports will be made available upon request.)
They were also presented during the SG100 Think Future Policy Forums, where a post-forum
poll conducted showed that all projects have received at least 50% consensus among the youth
audience, with top projects gaining at least 79% consensus.

1. Family & Demography 2. Society & Identity

3. Jobs & Economy 4. Liveable Cities
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What is Think Future?
A broad overview

Family & 
Demography 

Society & 
Identity

Jobs & 
Economy

Liveable
Cities

With an ageing population, Singapore has increased its dependency on
foreigners. While Singapore continues to enjoy stellar economic
growth, this major shift in our demographic trends have posed socio-
economical and political challenges. In lieu of this, what can be done

to address the needs and support systems required for the older

citizens, single parents and all residents as a whole?

Ever since Singapore’s independence, policies to maintain our distinct
identity as a multicultural society, while preserving racial and religious
tolerance are widely advocated. Yet, as societal norms continues to
evolve due to globalisation and immigration, how could policies

continue to enhance social cohesion and forge a Singaporean

identity among the various races and identities?

As a resource-constraint nation, we remain highly dependent on
external markets and foreign labor for our continued growth and
success. Given perpetual changes in the global economic landscape,
what economic changes are required for the future economy and

how can we align our education system to support economic value

creation?

A liveable city is more than the summation of the three themes. It
takes into account other factors such as quality of living, social capital
and civic vibrancy. We should aim to make Singapore a liveable and
sustainable city – a city where people can live in harmony together and
feel a sense of belonging and rootedness. Hence, how can civic

engagement and participation be embraced?
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Family & Demography
Key Insights

In aim to not penalise children of unwed parents, three-phase plan that involves

1. Changing perceptions (e.g. through single parent befrienders program)

2. Collaborating with specific stakeholders (e.g. religious groups, family service

centres) to strengthen community support for unwed single parents and

3. Advocating for fair alternative parenthood support

Given Singapore’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is currently
among the lowest in the world, an ageing population and a
considerable influx of foreigners into Singapore, the Family &
Demography projects recognise that the nation’s increased
dependency on foreigners has created economic, social and
political challenges. The need to advocate the importance of
shifting perceptions, encouraging tolerance and acceptance
across all society clusters is imperative. Hence, the reports
believe that encouraging community spirit and advocacy is
key in establishing an inclusive family-based community - one
that is held together by strong social fabric.

Collaborative Grocery Delivery 

In a sustainable manner, to help elderly who do not qualify for free delivery with one that

taps on youth volunteers and a collaboration with major grocery outlets

Fostering intergenerational bonding through family-centric housing 
policies

Various housing policy suggestions include

1. Proximity Housing Grant Enhancement – A

tiered subsidy scheme that extends the current

2km radius benchmark to neighbouring towns

using a ”bubbling” expansion method

Strengthening social support to single unwed parents and their children

Key recommendations include: 

There are many reasons 

in which family members 

stay apart from one 

another, such as nearer 

workplace and ideal 

living environment. How 

can we then encourage 

families to stay nearer 

together?

Question raised by audience during
forum

Full proposal only available upon request

Full proposal only available upon request

Full proposal only available upon request

Yes 
71%

No
29%

Yes 
85%

No
15%

Yes 
71%

No
29%

2. Extended Family Bundle BTO Scheme – Allows both new and existing families to bid for a set of

housing units for extended families to stay close with varying degrees of proximity, by choice.

* Pie charts reflect the results from the poll conducted to the audience which asked if they agreed with the presented recommendations
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3. Commonwealth of Families – Systemic Planning can lead to systematic rejuvenation of older estates with

more extended families staying together.



Society & Identity
Key Insights

Three-pronged approach that

1. Promotes early job experience through career counselling and apprenticeship opportunities in

pre-tertiary to shape youth expectations

2. Strengthens civic education with policy awareness sessions and mentor-guided policy analysis

programs to foster in youth greater social understanding

Building on youth’s aspiration for a society with a strong
sense of belonging, the Society & Identity reports explore
how Singapore can cope with a surging xenophobic
phenomenon, tackle a potential dilution of Singaporeans’
identity due to excessive competition and forge a values-
driven national identity amongst youths today. These reports
share a common perspective – that a national identity has to
be cultivated from young through common, pluralistic and
purposeful experiences beyond traditional classroom learning
and emphasis on grades.

Encouraging the spirit of active citizenry among students through a 
portfolio-based evaluation approach in schools

Modifies current students’ community involvement assessment system to one that

1. Encourages students to not only “do” community work but also show genuine

concern and understanding to the surrounding societal issues through a “Know, Care,

Do” Framework

2. Gets parents on board with their children in volunteer work

Addressing cultural intolerance by shaping perceptions at a young age 
Various integration approaches include

1. Collaborative educational programs with National Heritage Board and museums to

encourage effective inter-cultural learning

2. Initiatives that encourage inter-cultural discussions using youth forums, cultural

appreciation festivals

3. International Youth Village – a physical hang-out location that can hold cultural events

and provide inter-cultural interaction opportunities

Cushioning the repercussions arising from an over-competitive 
society, to pave for an inclusive society

Key recommendations include: 

41% of the students surveyed 

also face difficulty 

understanding the rationale 

behind their voluntary work 

involvements as a result of 

little facilitation of 

introspection. 

Survey that involved 100 youths
and conducted by one of the policy
subgroups

Yes 
62%

No
38%

Yes 
82%

No
18%

Yes 
51%

No
49%

* Pie charts reflect the results from the poll conducted to the audience which asked if they agreed with the presented recommendations

Full proposal only available upon request

Full proposal only available upon request

Full proposal only available upon request
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Jobs & Economy
Key Insights

Given Singapore’s shortage of labor force and manpower, the
Jobs and Economy reports stress the significance of
grooming our local talents (i.e. homegrown companies,
SMEs, students) so that we can be improve the productivity
of our workforce and remain competitive globally. Both
reports seek to find policy solutions that could help
Singaporeans make more effective economic contributions.

Paving for curricular changes that encourage broad-based and free-
spirited learning 

Curricular changes include:

1. Having ungraded yet compulsory electives across all phases of public education

2. Redefining the scope of the 'A’ level subject, Project Work (PW) by  allowing 

students to define the unsolved problem and encouraging  partnerships with 

local companies  

Increasing SME productivity 

1. Introducing a National Innovation and Creativity curriculum for students as 

early as primary school

2. Enhancing synergy between complementary firms through conglomeration 

and agglomeration

3. Creating a quasi-government consultant agency to support SMEs to unite and 

explore overseas markets as SG Inc 

Key recommendations include: 

Construction companies are 

very traditional in their 

working methods. How do you 

go about changing their 

mindsets?

Question raised by audience during
forum

Full proposal only available upon requests

Full proposal only available upon request

Yes 
55%

No
45%

Yes 
87%

No
13%

* Pie charts reflect the results from the poll conducted to the audience which asked if they agreed with the presented recommendations
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Liveable Cities
Key Insights

Rekindling the Kampung spirit in post-modern Singapore

Kampung spirit is rekindled through 

1. Using big data analytics analytics in the form of an intelligence network, 

matching people up according to their interests and aspirations 

2. Shaping a society that embraces knowledge sharing

3. An education system that taps on data analytics and hands-on experience to 

nurture empathetic individuals

Improving citizen engagement channels through Singapore’s ”Smart 
Nation” setup  

1. Adopting a RAPID framework to formulate practical messages on social media 

(RAPID stands for Relatability, Addressing Comments, Pictures, Information, 

Daily Habits) 

2. Creating knowledge communities using existing online resources to empower 

people to respond critically to issues

Key recommendations include: 

As society evolves, culture 

evolves. Is there really a 

strong need to bring back 

the kampung spirit or move 

forward with a new identity?

Question raised by audience during
forum

Liveable Cities is a summative theme which arose as a result
of combining the aforementioned themes. Building on the
notions of forging a more inclusive society, the Liveable Cities
reports aim to increase the level of civic engagement within
the society and build trust between the government and its
people.

Advancing civic engagement

1. Government to inculcate a transformational and collaborative  governance 

style that encourages citizens to participate in policy making 

2. Public consultation portal, holistic feedback system and making data more 

accessible to an average Singaporean

Full proposal only available upon request

Yes 
79%

No
21%

* Pie charts reflect the results from the poll conducted to the audience which asked if they agreed with the presented recommendations

Full proposal only available upon request

Yes 
51%

No
49%

Full proposal only available upon request

Yes 
63%

No
37%
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Summary
How the policy proposals share common insights

The survey conducted with 244 student leaders during the SG100 Dream Future forums revealed that 62% felt

that Singapore could do better in creating a compassionate society with the “kampung” spirit and 67% believed

that room for improvement exists in a forging a national identity from the bottom-up. Similar results are

observed in the educational domain, where 74% believed that the current education system requires further

refinement in order to develop youths holistically and equip them with practical skills. Other hot button issues

include career progression, social equality, equitable housing conditions and the level of political discourse. Such

findings provided the focus for the policy themes and topics chosen in Think Future Phase.

Interestingly, across the 4 themes, most recommendations emphasised on the importance of establishing a

society that strikes a balance between economic growth with one that is caring and gracious, in order to create a

Singapore that is both productive and heartwarming.

Furthermore, the need for wholesome and lifelong education has been reiterated. Singapore’s education system

should stress innovation, creativity and inclusiveness. It should value and inculcate core life skills such as critical

thinking, civic awareness and systems thinking into students as early as possible. This form of education creates

common shared experiences assists in fostering cohesion amongst various racial and cultural

clusters. Ultimately, lifelong learning and the need to equip young with the zest for learning is key.

Last but not least, technology as an enabler must be embraced. Smart Nation infrastructure needs to

amalgamate human aspects with technology, and design usage from a user perspective. In addition, social media

channels and communication platforms can be leveraged to encourage broader situational awareness and civic

engagement while allowing policymakers to better crowd-source for ideas.

These aspects would strengthen Singaporeans’ sense of ownership and rootedness, and help pave a brighter

future for all Singaporeans in the years to come. Majulah SG100!
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